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RECORD  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  CROP 
EXPECTED  IN  RHODES IAS - NYASALAND 

The  1958-59  flue-cured  tobacco  crop  in  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia 
and  Nyasaland  is  forecast  unofficially  at  about  185  million  pounds — a 
record  high.    Last  season,  156  million  pounds  were  produced. 

The  harvested  area  in  1958-59  is  placed  at  220,000  acres,  compared 
with  21^,800  acres  a  year  ago.     Indicated  yield  per  acre  this  year  is  8^1 
pounds,  compared  with  only  726  in  1957-58.    Early  reports  state  that  this 
season's  crop  is  of  excellent  quality.    Weather  conditions  were  generally 
ideal  throughout  the  principal  growing  areas. 

Total  production  of  tobacco  in  the  Federation  this  year  is  expected 
to  amount  to  about  225  million  pounds.    Flue-cured  accounts  for  82  per- 
cent.   The  remainder  consists  largely  of  fire-cured,  at  32  million  pounds. 
Combined  production  of  Burley,  sun-cured,  and  Turkish  types  is  forecast 
at  8  million  pounds . 

THAI  TOBACCO  TRADE  DROPS  IN  I958 

Thailand's  imports  and  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  1958  were 
down  from  those  of  1957*    Imports  totaled  11. 7  million  pounds,  compared 
with  11.9  million  in  1957 j  exports  amounted  to  12.7  million  pounds,  com- 
pared with  1*1.8  million  the  previous  year. 

Practically  all  of  Thailand's  leaf  imports — mainly  flue-cured  tobacco- 
were  from  the  United  States.    The  Thai  Monopoly  has  found  that  substantial 
percentages  of  high-quality  U.  S.  leaf  must  be  blended  with  domestic  leaf 
to  satisfy  cigarette  consumers. 

Exports  of  Thai  leaf  tobacco  in  1958--mostly  low-quality  flue-cured — 
went  largely  to  Mainland  China  and  West  Germany.    The  former  took  9*1 
million  pounds,  and  West  Germany  3»5  million.    The  average  export  price  of 
Thai  leaf  in  1958  was  equal  to  U.S.  33 • 3  cents — about  the  same  as  in  1957* 

GREEK- CZECHOSLOVAK  TRADE 
AGREEMENT  INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

A  new  trade  agreement  between  Greece  and  Czechoslovakia,  signed  on 
December  6,  1958,  is  effective  for  a  period  of  3  years  beginning  January  1, 
1959. 

For  the  first  year  of  the  agreement,  tobacco  will  be  one  of  the  princi- 
pal items  shipped  from  Greece  to  Czechoslovakia  in  exchange  for  Czech 
industrial  goods .    The  quota  for  Greek  tobacco  in  1959  will  amount  to  the 
equivalent  of  $3.25  million,  representing  about  38  percent  of  total  1959 
Greek  exports  to  Czechoslovakia  under  the  agreement. 
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CUBA'S  CIGAR  LEAF  PRODUCTION  DOWN 
SLIGHTLY;  CIGARETTE  TOBACCOS  UP 

Cuba's  1959  crop  of  cigar  tobaccos  is  forecast  at  109.5  million 
pounds --down  slightly  from  the  preliminary  figure  of  110.6  million  har- 
vested in  1958.    With  minor  exceptions ,  planting  and  growing  conditions 
for  the  1959  crop  have  been  normal. 

Rain  damage  was  reported  to  seedbeds  and  seedlings  in  small  areas  of 
Vuelta  Abajo  and  Pinar  del  Rio  (Semi-Vuelta  Zone)  and  Habana  Province 
(Partido  Zone).    This  necessitated  some  replanting  of  seedbeds  and  delayed 
transplanting  of  seedlings .    Brief  periods  of  relatively  high  humidity 
caused  some  leaf  spot,  primarily  on  shade-grown  tobacco.    A  few  minor  out- 
breaks of  blue  mold  disease  also  were  reported. 


TOBACCO,  CIGAR  LEAF:    Cuba,  production  by  kinds,  1958  and  1959 


Cigar  leaf 

;      1958  : 

1959 

:  Million  pounds 

Million  pounds 

Wrapper : 

 : 

 :  ^.3 

57.2 
:  ±k.2 

3.3 
6.5 

28.3 

\  109.5 

if  Classed  as  cigar  filler,  but  used  mainly  in  domestic  manufacture  of 
dark  cigarettes. 


Cuba's  1959  crop  of  cigarette-type  tobaccos  is  now  forecast  at  7«1 
million  pounds,  of  which  k.6  million  pounds  will  be  flue-cured  and  2.5 
million  Burley.     Last  year's  total  cigarette  leaf  production  was  5«8  million 
pounds,  with  flue-cured  accounting  for  1.6  million  pounds  and  Burley  k.2 
million . 

INDIA'S  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
UP  SHARPLY 

India  exported  99  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  the  first 
10  months  of  1958.    This  was  23.7  percent  more  than  exports  of  80  million 
pounds  for  the  full  calendar  year  1957 • 

Flue-cured,  as  usual,  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  the  10-month  exports 
in  1958.    Shipments  of  this  kind  of  leaf,  at  85.5  million  pounds,  constituted 
about  86  percent  of  total  leaf  exports  during  the  period. 
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The  United  Kingdom  continued  to  he  the  largest  purchaser  of  Indian  flue-cured 
last  year,  taking  1+0.6  million  pounds  in  the  January-October  period,  compared  with 
33.8  million  in  the  full  calendar  year  1957*  Other  important  markets  in  the  first 
10  months  of  1958  included  Mainland  China,  21,1  million  pounds;  the  U.S.S.R.,  with 
6.0  million,-  the  Netherlands,  2.8  million;  and  Hong  Kong,  2,3  million  pounds. 

U.  K.  HOG  SLAUGHTER  UP  SHARPLY 

Hog  slaughter  in  the  United  Kingdom  rose  10  percent  to  11,016,000  head  during 
1958.    This  was  37  percent  above  the  1951-55  average,  and  71  percent  above  prewar 
levels .    Slaughter  during  1959  Is  expected  to  continue  heavy  during  the  first  part 
of  the  year,  with  some  slackening  toward  the  last  quarter.    Althoug  production  so 
far  has  been  heavy,  prices  have  been  well  maintained,  due  to  the  sharp  demand  for 
pork.    Higher  prices-  for  beef,  veal,  and  mutton,  because  of  low  production,  have 
caused  many  consumers  to  increase  their  pork  purchases. 

Cattle  slaughter  during  1958  dropped  slightly  to  2,953,000  head — but  was  still 
25  percent  above  the  1951-55  average  and  13  percent  above  prewar.    Reduced  imports 
during  1959  combined  with  lower  domestic  production  to  push  prices  up  sharply  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  1958.    Cattle  slaughter  during  the  first  half  of  1959  is 
expected  to  be  low.    Expected  recovery  in  slaughter  during  the  second  half  of  1959 
will  probably  not  be  large  enough  to  bring  total  slaughter  to  1958  levels.  Calf 
slaughter  dropped  sharply  in  1958  because  farmers  held  back  calves  to  increase 
herds,  but  slaughter  in  1959  will  probably  return  to  1956  and  1957  levels. 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter,  at  9,^-1^,000  head,  dropped  3  percent  from  1957* 
Although  slaughter  was  23  percent  above  1951-55  levels,  it  was  still  13  percent 
below  prewar.    Production  during  1959  Is  expected  to  rise  sharply. 

During  1959,  3«9  billion  pounds  of  meat  were  produced  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
slightly  above  the  3*8  billion  pounds  produced  in  1957*    This  increase  was  brought 
about  by  larger  pork  production,  which  offset  decreases  in  mutton,  larnb,  beef,  and 
veal. 


LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:    United  Kingdom, 
average  1951-55,  annual  1955-58 


Type  : 

Average  , 
1951-55 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1957  : 

1958 

:  1,000 
:  head 

•  1,000 
:  head 

\  1,000 
;  head 

\  1,000 
:  head 

:  1,000 
:  head 

2,360  • 

1,107 
7,680 
8,070 

2,1+82 
9l+0 
8,317 
10,587 

2,739 
1,1^5 
9,633 
9,926 

2,967 
1,003 
9,731 
10,01*+ 

2,953 
708 
9,l+ll+ 
11,016 
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NEW  ZEALAND  TO  SHIP 
CHILLED  LAMB  TO  U.S. 

Following  successful  experimental  shipment  of  New  Zealand  chilled  lamb  to 
Los  Angeles,  the  Auckland  Farmers  Freezing  Company  is  said  to  he  planning  a  fur- 
ther shipment  to  the  U.  S.  West  Coast. 

ARGENTINE  CATTLE  SLAUGHTER  DROPS 

Cattle  slaughter  in  Argentina  during  1958  dropped  6  percent  in  the  record 
1957  slaughter  to  an  estimated  11,300,000  head.    Slaughter  during  1959  is  expected 
to  drop  sharply  to  about  8,000,000  head.    The  1958  decline  was  due  to  reduced  pro- 
duction for  domestic  consumption. 

Slaughter  for  export  rose  11  percent  during  1958,  but  is  expected  to  drop 
sharply  in  1959-    The  1959  slaughter  forecast  was  made  by  the  Argentine  Meat  Board 
on  assumption  of  a  substantial  drop  in  cattle  deliveries.    This  assumption  was 
based  on  the  severe  decline  in  cattle  stocks  in  recent  years,  and  belief  that 
farmers  will  hold  animals  in  1959  to  build  up  stocks. 

The  sharp  drop  in  domestic  consumption  predicted  for  1959  is  based  on  the 
belief  that  the  sharp  rise  in  retail  meat  prices  during  the  last  part  of  1958  and 
early  1959  will  substantially  reduce  the  unusually  high  Argentine  per  capita  meat 
consumption.     Per  capita  beef  consumption  is  expected  to  drop  from  190  pounds  a 
year  in  1958  to  about  13k  pounds  a  year  in  1959 . 


CATTLE  SLAUGHTER:  Argentina,  average  1951-55, 
 annual  1956-59 


Slaughter 

'Average 
;i95i-55 

:  1956 

!  1957 

:  1958 

;  y 

!  1959 

:  2/ 

•  1,000 
:  head 

-  1,000 
:  head 

1,000 

:  head 

1,000 

:  head 

1,000 

:  head 

For  domestic  use  

7,565 
1,19^  ' 

9,118 
2,5^6  : 

9,^69  : 
2,526  : 

8,500 
2,800  : 

6,000 
2,000 

8,759  : 

11,66k  : 

11,995  : 

11,300  : 

8,000 

l/    Estimated.    2/  Forecast. 


Source:    Argentine  National  Meat  Board. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  1958,  Argentine  exports  of  carcass  beef  rose 
seasonally  from  the  third  quarter,  but  this  rise  was  not  enough  to  reverse  the 
downward  trend;  fourth  quarter  exports  were  sharply  below  the  same  period  of  a  year 
earlier.    Mutton  and  lamb  exports,  however,  rose  sharply,  while  canned  meat  exports 
declined  from  the  same  period  of  1957. 
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Argentina,  exports  of  specified  kinds, 


October - 
December 

Chilled  j 
beef  | 

Frozen  \ 
beef 

Frozen  \ 
mutton  [ 

Frozen 
lamb 

Canned 
meat 

1,000 
quarters 

1,000 
quarters 

1,000 
:  carcasses 

1,000 
carcasses 

Million 
pounds 

'.  109 

!  567 
1,006 
:  966 

S  77*+ 

;  161 

:  259 
:  539 
:  390 
:  381 

;  k6 

:  3 
:  16 

:  6 

36 

:  600 
:  1,029 
:  617 
:  658 
:  822 

:  1^9.0 
:       60.  k 
i  58.O 
:  66.5 
:  k6.3 

Source:    Review  of  the  River  Plate. 


FIRST  LARGE-SCALE  LIVESTOCK  "EJID0M 
BEING  ESTABLISHED  IN  MEXICO 

The  first  large-scale  livestock  operation  of  the  "ejido"  type  in  Mexico 
since  that  country's  agrarian  reform  program  began  in  1915  was  made  possible 
when  President  Lopez  Mateos  of  Mexico  recently  distributed  lands  of  the 
Cananea  Ranch  in  Sonora  to  835  families  organized  into  7  "ejidos",  or  village 
agricultural  communities.    The  lands  will  be  operated  as  a  unit. 

NORWAY  TRANSFERS  IMPORT  CONTROL  AUTHORITY 

Norway's  licensing  and  control  authority  for  imports  of  several  agricul- 
tural commodities,  including  all  meats,  was  transferred  on  January  1,  1959, 
from  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

AUSTRALIAN  MEAT  SHIPMENTS 
TO  U.  S.  IN  FEBRUARY 

The  ship  Saxon  Star  was  to  sail  from  Brisbane,  Australia  February  28 
bound  for  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Seattle,  and  Vancouver,  B.C.  with  a 
5,000-long  ton  cargo  of  hamburger  meat.     In  early  February,  3  ships --the 
Monterey,  Port  Fairy,  and  Pioneer  Glen— left  Australian  ports  with  frozen 
beef  for  the  United  States. 


Destination 

New  York 
Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
Boston 

Other  U.S.  ports  not  specified 


Quantity 

859  long  tons  (2,21+0  lb.) 
10k  " 


96 
3,7^-7 


Total 


5,19^ 
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U.  S.  MOHAIR  EXPORTS  UP 
32  PERCENT  IN  1958 

U.  S.  exports  of  mohair,  including  other  wool-like  specialty  hair    set  a 
record  of  13.2  million  pounds,  clean  basis,  in  1958.    Shipments  increased  32 
percent  from  a  year  earlier  and  were  12  percent  above  the  previous  peak  year 

Exports  had  fallen  off  in  late  1957  and  early  1958  because  of  less  European 

^fSlS    /°f  ShaiVll  ^  thS  SeC°nd  half'    Purchases  *y  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  Netherlands  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  in  exports  in  1958  Foreign 
purchases  in  recent  months,  particularly  by  the  United  Kingdom,  indicate  that 
exports  will  continue  large  in  1959. 

MOHAIR:    U.S.  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  I95I-55,  annual  1956-58 


Country  of  destination 


Average 
1951-55 


Annual 


1956 


1957 


1958  1/ 


Increase  or 
decrease  (  -) 
1958 


United  Kingdom. 
Netherlands 

Belgium  

Japan  

Canada  

Germany,  West.. 
Switzerland. . . . 
Other  


1,000 
pounds 

1,015 
617 
ikQ 
2 
80 
5 
27 
Ik 


1,000 
pounds 

7,795 
2,482 
952 
217 
107 
107 

10k 

71 


1,000 
pounds 

6,017 
l,8ok 
1,432 
k02 

57 
9k 
lh 
112 


1,000 
pounds 

8,115 
3,046 
85^ 
263 
2^7 

369 
190 
126 


1,000 
pounds 


2>' 
1,2^2 

-  578 

-  139 

190 

275 
116 
lk 


Total  ;  i>9q8 

1/  Preliminary. 


11,835 


9,992 


13,210 


3,213 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 

U.  S.  INEDIBLE  TALLOW  EXPORTS 
DURING  1958  DOWN  20  PERCENT 

U.  S.  exports  of  inedible  tallow  in  1953  were  1,119  million  pounds,  down  20 
Percent  from  1957      However,  the  decline  in  exports  during  the  last  6  month^f 
195o  was  relatively  less  than  during  the  first  6  months. 

„^  JTiT  t0  thS  mJOr  U*  S*  tallow  market>  dr°PPed  32  percent  as  the 

use  of  tallow  and  greases  in  soap  making  declined.    Shipments  to  Italy,  the  largest 
single  market    increased  9  percent,  but  the  Netherlands,  Poland,  and  West  Germany 
took  considerably  less  U.  S.  tallow  than  last  year.    The  major  reasons  for  tnT 
decline  m  U.  S.  exports  were  termination  of  shipments  under  Public  Law  ^0  and 
greater  competition  from  Canada  and  Australia. 
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INEDIBLE  TALLOW  AND  GREASES  l/:    u«s«  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
average  1951-55,  annual  1956-58 


Continent 
and  country 


North  America: 

Canada.  

Mexico  

El  Salvador  

Guatemala..  

Cuba  

Dominican  Republic .... 

Other  

Total  

South  America: 

Chile  

Colombia.....  

Ecuador  

Peru  

Other  

Total  

Europe: 

Austria  

Belgium-Luxembourg. ... 

France  

Germany,  West  

Ireland  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Spain  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Poland  

Yugoslavia.  

Other  


Total  

Africa: 

Egypt  •• 

Rhodesia-Nyasaland. . . . 
Union  of  South  Africa. 

Other  

Total  

Asia: 

China,  Taiwan  c 

Japan  

Korea  

Philippines  

Other  

Total  o  

Total  world  


Average 


1,000 
pounds 
23,782 

43,659 
3,842 

3,693 
30,356 
3,709 
6.623 


6,097 
15,1^ 
6,22k 
9,769 


4l,704 


6,897 

61,071 
10,913 
87,515 
6,126 
137,080 
139,534 

3,3^6 

3/1, 7M 
33,485 
10,973 
i/5,69^ 
19,053 
8,838 


34,1*08 
4,7l*0 

52,211 
\5?3 


95,952 


15,434 
161,025 
9,283 
n,io4 

12.942 
209.788 
7/995,376 


1956 


1,000 
pounds 
26,60l* 
58,906 
3,947 
5,075 
39,176 
3,81*3 
6^1*18 


1957  2/ 


1,000 
pounds 
20,1*00 
1*0,11*7 
2,103 
5,856 
27,621* 
3,928 
7,516 


4,931 
12,274 

9,94o 
10,907 

8.354 


157 
18,069 
10,332 
8,876 
7i?27 


46,406 


44,961 


49,499 
8,211 

67,155 
L.726 


27,297 
211,152 
18,007 
13,906 

,21,1^ 


22,239 
223,096 
15,046 

14,127 
6/43,886 


2Qlr51^         ^0.8. 394 


1,501,675  1,391,771 


1958  %l 


1,000 


21,461 
49,374 
1,017 
8,659 
33,412 
4,169 
8,016 


115,664       143,969       107,57*+  126,108 


236 
17,897 
9,446 

6,875 
7.141 


41, 595 


7,670  4,427  3,246 

71,656  31,977  24,281 

4,533  9,024  142 

141,393  71,572  32,976 

5,925  865  79 

271,919  239,916  260,904 

238,625  232,856  139,623 

3,779  1,176  1,006 

31,553  35,423  1,392 

28,900  15,863  7,569 

17,924  7,099  5,138 

16,017  68,674  34,597 

24,117  26,732  31,828 

23.185  5/60.255  7.651 

532,266        887,196  805,859  550,^32 


66,977  70,960 

2,218  42 

40,590  28,156 

5,198  13,268 

132,591        H4,983  112,426 


19,362 
216,819 
16,537 
12,555 
2^.6J.Q 


288,883 
1,119,444 


lj  Includes:  Inedible  tallow,  animal  greases  and  fats,  animal  oils,n.e.s., 
neatsfoot  oil  and  stocks,  oleic  acid  or  red  oil,  and  stearic  acid. 
2/  Preliminary.    3/  1955  only.    4/  Less  than  a  5-year  average.  5j Includes 
25.I  million  pounds  to  U.S.S.R.    £/ Includes  34.9  million  pounds  to 
Turkey,    jj  Includes  2,000  pounds  to  Australia. 
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U.  K.  INCREASES  LARD  IMPORTS 
BUT  TAKES  LESS  FROM  U.  S. 

U.  K.  lard  imports  from  all  sources  during  1958  were  256  million  pounds , 
up  5  percent  from  1957 • 


U.  S.  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  down  8  percent  during  1958;  and 
the  U.  S.  share  of  this  important  lard  market  declined  from  6h  percent  in  1957 
to  56  percent  in  1958.    The  Netherlands,  France,  and  Denmark  increased  their 
shares  of  the  British  market. 

During  most  of  the  year,  U.  S.  lard  was  priced  higher  than  European,  but 
more  competitive  U.  S.  prices  in  the  last  half  of  1958  improved  the  position 
of  U.  S.  lard  exports. 


LARD:    United  Kingdom  imports  by  country  of  origin,  and  percent  of 

total,  annual  1957-58 


1957 


Origin 


Quantity 


Percent 
of  total 


1958 


Quantity 


Percent 
of  total 


:  1,000 

:  pounds 

Argentina  :  k,lQk 

Belgium  :  26,0^+8 

Denmark  :  17,967 

France  :  2^,362 

Germany,  West  :  303 

Netherlands  :  1^-,  995 

Sweden  :  332 

United  States  :  155,^78 

Other  :  270 


Total  :  2kk,k39 


Percent 

1.3 
10.6 

7.^ 
10.3 

6.2 
63.7 


1,000 
pounds 

631 
2^,05^ 
22,1+60 
35,075 

311 
25,^35 
2,690 

1^3,915 
1,360 


100.0 


255,931 


Percent 


9.5 

13.8 

10.0 
1.0 

56.3 
0.5 


100.0 


Source:    U.  S.  Packers  Provision  Agents'  Committee. 


WEST  GERMAN  HOG 
SLAUGHTER  HIGH 


Hog  slaughter  in  West  Germany  reached  a  record  of  over  20  million  head  in 
1953,  7  percent  above  1957.    Hog  numbers  dropped  5  percent  last  year- -to  1^.7 
million  on  December  k.     Sow  numbers  dropped  9  percent.    This  indicates  that 
West  Germany  may  be  moving  into  a  period  of  lower  hog  numbers  and  pork  productioi 
Hog  slaughter  during  1959  is  expected  to  be  about  1  million  head  below  1958 
( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  16,  1959) . 
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West  Germany  is  an  important  importer  of  U.  S.  variety  meats,  mostly  pork 
livers  and  kidneys.    Prices  of  U.  S.  variety  meat  have  dropped  substantially 
in  West  Germany  recently.    U.  S.  exports  of  pork  variety  meats  should  increase 
in  1959- 

Cattle  slaughter  reached  3.!+  million  head  during  1958,  5  percent  above 
1957.    Calf  slaughter,  however,  dropped  9  percent  to  2.1  million  head.  West 
German  farmers  appear  to  have  held  hack  calves  in  order  to  build  up  herds. 
Cattle  and  calf  slaughter  during  1959  is  expected  to  increase. 

Sheep  slaughter,  up  slightly  during  1957,  dropped  3  percent  in  1953  to 
580,000  head.    This  reflects  the  steady  decline  in  West  German  sheep  numbers. 
Horse  slaughter  continued  its  steady  dowtrend. 

LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:    West  Germany,  195^-53 


Year  : 

Cattle 

Calves  ; 

Hogs  : 

Sheep  : 

Horses 

1,000  ! 
head 

1,000  : 
head 

1,000  : 
head 

1,000  : 
head 

1,000 
head 

195^  

1955  

1956  

1957  

1958  

'  2,352 
:  2,888 
:  2,932 
.  3,222 
:  3,370 

;  2,6^0 

:  2,14-35 
:  2,27^ 
:  2,308 

;  2,092 

lk,66k 
•  17,295 
:  17,737 
:  18,796 
:  20,036 

689 

:     593  ' 
:  5h6 

:  597 
:  579 

122 

:  9h 
:  91 
:  73 

68 

Source: 

Statisticke  Berichte  and  Foreign  Agriculture  Service  reports. 

FRENCH  CATTLE  NUMBERS  INCREASE 


Cattle  numbers  in  France,  Europe's  largest  beef  producer,  were  about  3  per- 
cent higher  in  October  I958  than  in  October  1957-    A  7 -percent  rise  in  calf 
numbers  indicates  that  cattle  slaughter  may  rise  in  1959  after  dropping  slightly 
in  1958.    Reduced  domestic  slaughter  and  lower  imports  of  cattle  and  beef  during 
1958  boosted  prices,  and  they  are  expected  to  continue  high  in  1959- 

Hog  numbers,  at  8,^31,000  head,  were  5  percent  above  the  same  period  a  year 
earlier.    A  ^-percent  increase  in  breeding  sows  indicates  that  numbers  will  con- 
tinue high  during  1959.    Pork  production  rose  somewhat  and,  toward  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  government  bought  pork  cuts  to  support  prices.     Sheep  numbers  increased 
moderately  during  1958,  continuing  a  long  uptrend.    Slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs, 
however,  dropped  somewhat  during  1958.     Imports  of  sheep,  mostly  from  Algeria, 
rose  sharply. 

(Continued  on  following  page) 
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Total  1958  meat  production  in  France  reached  5,6^-8  million  pounds --95  million 
pounds  below  1957*    Production  in  1959  is  expected  to  rise  to  1957  levels. 


LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS:     France,  October  1,  195^-53, 
with  percent  change  from  previous  year 


Year 

Cattle 

Hogs 

Sheep 

Horses 

Goats 

Number 

t Change 

Number 

Change 

[Number 

Change 

Number 

' Change 

'Number 

Change 

1,000 

:  Per- 
;  cent 

1,000 

Per- 
cent 

1,000 

Per- 
cent 

1,000 

Per- 
cent 

:1,000 

:  Per- 
cent 

195^  

1955  

1956  

1957  

1958  

17,322 
17,572 
: 17, 792 
17,928 
l8,k0k 

+3  : 
+1  ■ 
,    +1  : 
+1  ■ 

+3 

7,570 

7,729' 
7,728< 
8,063- 
8,^31 

+3  : 
+2  ; 

+k 
+5 

8,013 
8,216: 
8,355 
:  8,575 
8,7^3 

+2 

+3  • 

+2 

+3 
:  +2 

2,215 
2,l6l 

:  2,093 
:  1,986 

:  1,903 

-3 
-2 

•  -3 
:  -5 
.  -k 

1,257 
1,280 

:  1,275 
:  1,202 

:  1,1^7 

-2 

+2 

:  -6 
:  -5 

TURKEY  ABOLISHES  MINIMUM 
PRICES  FOR  FILBERTS 

The  Turkish  Government  abolished  minimum  export  prices  for  filberts  in  early 
February,  according  to  trade  reports.    Export  prices  are  now  based  on  the  daily 
quotations  prevailing  in  the  bourse. 

Turkish  f.o.b.  kernel  prices  have  eased  off  only  slightly  since  the  action, 
and  are  currently  quoted  at  36  to  37  cents  per  pound  for  March/April  delivery. 


SPANISH  ALMOND  CROP  ESTIMATE 
RAISED]  FILBERT  UNCHANGED 

Spain's  I958  almond  harvest  is  now  estimated  at  2k, 000  short  tons,  shelled, 
slightly  more  than  the  23,200-ton  average  for  1951-55  but  9,000  tons  less  than  the 
bumper  33,000-ton  crop  of  1957.    The  revised  estimate  for  the  Spanish  almond  har- 
vest is  2,000  tons  larger  than  the  preliminary  estimates  published  last  fall  by 
the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

The  1958  Spanish  filbert  estimate  of  1^4-,  500  tons,  unshelled,  remains  unchanged. 
Though  only  three -fifths  the  size  of  the  2k, 000 -ton  1957  crop,  1958  filbert  pro- 
duction is  larger  than  the  average  of  13,200  tons  produced  during  1951-55' 
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ALMONDS  AND  FILBERTS:     Spain,  supply  and  distribution,  1957-58 

and  forecast  1953-59 


Almonds ,  shelled 

Filberts,  unshelled 

Item  : 

:  1957-58 

• 

:  1953-59 
forecast 

1957-53  : 

1953-59 
forecast 

: Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons: 

Short  tons 

3>ooo 

2k, 000 

6,000 
2l+,000  : 

9,500 
1^,500 

27,000 

30,000  - 

2k, 000 

21,000 

lj.,500 
:  1,500 

'  12,700 

7,300 
9,500 

12,000 

:  7,000 

5,000 

:  3^,500 

:  27,000 

:    30 , 000 

:  2i+,000 

Legal  exports  of  almonds  during  1957-53  totaled  26,500  tons;  for  1953-59 
they  are  forecast  at  21,000  tons.    Early  sales  of  1953-crop  almonds  were  made 
to  France  and  Switzerland,  presumably  for  reshipment.    British  trade  sources 
estimate  that  by  mid-February  12,000  short  tons  of  Spanish  almonds  had  already 
been  sold  abroad,  and  about  13,000  tons  were  still  left  for  export. 


Exports  of  Spanish  filberts  in  1953-59         expected  to  total  12,000  short 
tons,  unshelled,  compared  with  12,700  tons  shipped  during  1957-53.  Principal 
destinations  for  early  Spanish  filbert  exports  were  also  France  and  Switzerland. 

In  mid-November  1958,  the  National  Fruit  Syndicate  of  Spain  granted  a 
special  export  premium,  or  bounty,  of  8  pesetas  per  kilo  (3.6  cents  per  pound 
at  the  official  exchange  rate  of  k2  pesetas  to  the  dollar)  to  Spanish  shippers 
of  shelled  and  blanched  almonds  to  the  United  States,  West  Germany,  and  the 
United  Kingdom.     Spanish  and  other  Mediterranean  almond  export  prices  promptly 
declined.    The  almond  export  premium  granted  for  shipments  to  the  United 
States  was  reportedly  withdrawn  on  January  16,  1959  • 

The  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  announced  on  February  13,  1959;  that  it 
was  instructing  Customs  field  offices  to  collect  countervailing  duties  in  an 
amount  equal  to  the  export  premiums  "on  all  direct  or  indirect  importations 
of  almonds  from  Spain  which  benefit  from  the  bounty  or  grant  and  which  are 
entered  for  consumption  or  withdrawn  from  warehouse  after  the  expiration  of 
30  days  after  publication  of  the  above  determination  in  the  weekly  Treasury 
Decisions.".   (The  publication  date  was  February  19.) 
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CHILE  UPS  ONION  EXPORT  QUOTA 

Chile  has  increased  this  season's  onion  export  quota  from  16,500  to 
33.? 000  short  tons.    This  action  was  taken  because  of  the  good  Chilean 
supply  situation  and  the  very  strong  market  and  demand  in  the  United  States. 

AUSTRALIA  LIMITS  APPLE 
SUPPLIES  FOR  U.K. 

Australian  fruit  growers  have  agreed  to  limit  shipments  of  apples  to 
the  United  Kingdom  to  3«5  million  boxes  in  the  1958-59  season.  Agreement 
was  reached  with  growers  of  all  States  permitting  the  Apple  and  Pear  Board 
to  reduce  the  original  figure  of  over  k  million.    The  measure  was  taken  as 
a  market  stabilizing  action  in  view  of  Europe's  present  generous  supply. 

ARGENTINE  APPLE  EXPORT 
PROSPECTS  DIM 

Argentine  trade  sources  report  that  apple  export  prospects  for  the 
1958-59  season  are  much  poorer  than  last  year  despite  the  bumper  apple 
crop  (about  5°  percent  above  average). 

Costs  to  Argentine  fruit  men  are  sharply  higher  this  year,  causing 
increases  in  f.a.s.  values  of  fruit.    Transport  charges  have  risen,  and 
packing  material  costs  have  also  increased  somewhat  as  a  result  of  devalua- 
tion.   Most  export  fruit  is  grown  in  Mendoza  Province  and  the  Rio  Negro 
Valley,  both  of  which  are  a  long  distance  from  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires. 

With  higher  f.a.s.  values  and  increased  competition  in  world  markets, 
exporters  are  finding  it  more  difficult  to  make  sales,  and  total  exports 
this  season  are  expected  to  be  well  below  last  year's. 

ECUADOR  PROHIBITS  SOLUBLE 
COFFEE  IMPORTS 

Extracts,  essences,  and  preparations  of  coffee  were  removed  from 
Ecuador's  import  tariff  schedule  on  February  k,  1959.    This  has  the  effect 
of  prohibiting  Ecuadoran  imports  of  soluble  coffee. 

UGANDA  REDUCES  PRODUCER 
PRICE  FOR  COFFEE 

The  minimum  price  to  African  growers  of  Robusta  coffee  in  Uganda  was 
reduced  on  February  l6.    The  minimum  for  Native  #10  Robusta  coffee  (clean 
basis)  is  now  2k  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  the  previous  price  of  29.6 
cents  per  pound.    The  reduction  was  made  because  of  the  decline  in  world 
coffee  prices.    As  a  result  of  lower  world  prices,  the  Coffee  Board  lost 
$1.^  million  on  purchases  from  November  1958  through  January  1959 • 
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MINIMUM  PRICES  WITHDRAWN 
ON  INDIAN  JUTE  GOODS 

The  Indian  Jute  Mills  Association  has  withdrawn  minimum  prices  for 
jute  goods  and  sealed  another  l|  percent  of  the  looms  of  its  member  mills. 

Minimum  prices  for  sale  of  its  goods  were  fixed  by  the  association  in 
February  1953  to  assure  a  profit  to  manufacturers.    However,  the  Indian 
Government  did  not  fix  minimum  export  prices ,  and  compliance  with  the 
Mills  Association  minimum  has  teen  difficult  to  maintain  in  the  face  of 
weakening  demand.    Mills  of  the  association  have  more  than  half  of  the 
world's  jute  looms  and  produce  a  large  share  of  all  jute  goods. 

A  huild-up  of  stocks  by  the  end  of  1953  necessitated  measures  to  put 
production  and  shipments  in  better  balance.    The  new  reduction  of  15  per- 
cent in  the  number  of  looms  operating  increases  the  proportion  of  sealed 
looms  to         percent  of  the  total  number  of  looms. 

EL  SALVADOR  SEEKING  WIDER 
EXPORTS  OF  SUGAR 

Because  of  increased  sugar  production  and  stable  domestic  consumption, 
El  Salvador  is  seeking  new  outlets  for  sugar. 

In  mid-February  the  Salvadoran  Sugar  Cooperative  estimated  that  1958-59 
sugar  production  would  be  about  13  percent  larger  than  output  of  52,000 
short  tons  in  the  1957-53  season.    This  would  be  about  7  percent  larger 
than  the  previous  estimate  of  55,000  short  tons  for  1958-59- 

Salvadoran  mills  are  permitted  to  make  more  sugar  than  the  individual 
quotas  assigned  by  the  Salvadoran  Sugar  Cooperative  for  domestic  use  and 
for  export;  but  they  may  not  dispose  of  the  excess  without  the  cooperative's 
authorization. 

El  Salvador's  domestic  use  of  sugar  has  been  relatively  stationary 
during  the  last  3  years.    Honduras  is  the  traditional  market  for  surplus 
Salvadoran  sugar.    That  market  is  now  shrinking,  however,  as  Honduras  has 
just  added  a  new  sugar  mill  to  the  3  already  in  operation,  with  a  view 
to  further  reducing  Honduran  dependence  on  imports  of  sugar. 

EGYPT  NEEDS  CORN 

Egypt's  corn  requirements  in  1953-59  are  preliminarily  estimated  at 
about  90,000  metric  tons.    Imports  of  about  36,000  tons  in  the  first  6 
months  ( July -December)  came  largely  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  which 
usually  supplies  almost  all  of  Egypt's  corn  in  barter  exchange  for  Egyptian 
rice.    However,  due  to  a  poor  rice  harvest  in  1953,  Egypt  has  none  for 
export  this  year  and  will  probably  look  to  countries  outside  South  Africa 
for  corn. 
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AUSTRALIA'S  NEW  5 -YEAR  WHEAT 
STABILIZATION  PLAN  IN  OPEPATION 

Australia's  new  Wheat  Stabilization  Plan  for  1958-59  through  1962-63 
(December-November)  is  basically  the  same  as  the  5 -year  plan  which  expired 
on  November  30,  1958.    Adopted  by  the  Australian  Agricultural  Council  (a 
government  organization)  last  July,  it  was  accepted  by  the  Australian 
Wheat  Growers'  Federation,  and  became  effective  December  1,  1958. 

The  Australian  Wheat  Board  remains  in  complete  control  of  wheat  mar- 
keting.    Growers  may  sell  only  to  the  board,  which  sells  for  domestic 
consumption  at  fixed  prices.    Wheat  is  exported  to  International  Wheat 
Agreement  countries  in  conformity  with  current  I.W.A.  export  prices,  and 
to  other  countries  at  the  best  prices  obtainable. 

For  the  1958-59  crop,  farmers  are  guaranteed  a  minimum  price  based 
on  wheat  production  costs  as  estimated  by  the  Australian  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  in  a  recent  survey  of  the  structure  and  economics  of 
the  Australian  wheat  industry.    The  price  is  l^s.  6d.  ($1.62)  per  bushel, 
in  bulk,  f.o.r.  ocean  ports. 

This  is  the  minimum  price  for  fair  average  quality  wheat.     It  is  sub- 
ject to  premiums  and  deductions  according  to  variations  from  this  quality. 
It  is  guaranteed  for  all  wheat  to  be  used  domestically  and  for  up  to  100 
million  bushels  of  1958-59  crop  wheat  and  flour  (grain  equivalent)  exported. 
Minimum  prices  for  the  next  k  crops  covered  by  the  plan  will  be  determined 
by  adjusting  the  1958-59  price  to  accord  with  changes  in  the  wheat  produc- 
tion cost  index.    If  the  Wheat  Board's  net  earnings  during  a  marketing 
season  permit,  farmers  will  receive  supplementary  payments. 

Farmers  in  the  state  of  Western  Australia  are  guaranteed  3&«  (2.8 
cents)  per  bushel    more  for  wheat  grown  in  that  state  and  exported.  This 
is  because  of  the  ocean  freight  advantage  that  part  of  the  country  has, 
owing  to  its  closer  proximity  to  the  principal  wheat  export  markets. 

When  exported  wheat  brings  more  per  bushel  than  the  guaranteed  minimum 
producer  price,  the  excess  up  to  Is.  6d.  (16.8  cents)  per  bushel  is  deposited 
in  the  Wheat  Stabilization  Fund.    When  the  export  price  falls  below  the 
minimum  producer  price,  the  fund  is  drawn  upon  to  assure  farmers  the 
guaranteed  price.    If  the  fund  is  insufficient,  the  Commonwealth  Treasury 
will  make  up  the  deficit. 

Under  the  two  preceding  5 -year  wheat  stabilization  plans  there  was 
never  a  deficit  in  the  Wheat  Fund.    At  the  beginning  of  the  current  plan 
nearly  t  10  million  ($22,^00,000)  was  available  from  the  preceding  fund. 
Deposits  are  limited  to  L  20  million  ( $Ml, 300,000 ) .    Any  excess  deposits 
are  returned  to  the  'growers  on  the  basis  of  "first  in,  first  out." 
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For  the  1958-59  season  the  Wheat  Board  will  sell  wheat  on  the  domestic 
market  at  a  price  equal  to  the  guaranteed  minimum  producer  price --l^s.  6d. 
($1.62)  per  "bushel  - -plus  2d.  (1.9  cents)  per  bushel  to  cover  the  cost  of 
transporting  wheat  to  Tasmania.    This  price  also  is  for  fair  average  quality 
wheat,  and  is  adjusted  for  variations  from  this  quality. 

The  Australian  Wheat  Growers'  Federation  earlier  expressed  doubts  that 
the  current  plan  would  provide  growers  with  an  adequate  margin  of  profit; 
but  the  Commonwealth  Government  stated  that  a  sufficient  margin  of  profit 
had  been  built  into  the  guaranteed  minimum  producer  price.    The  Minister  of 
Primary  Industry  also  pointed  out  that  the  price  will  enable  the  average 
wheat  grower  to  meet  all  of  his  cash  costs,  and  to  replace  his  equipment 
over  a  10-year  period  and  his  structural  improvements  during  a  somewhat 
longer  period.    The  depreciation  allowance  is  based  on  current  replacement 
value . 

The  price  also  includes  an  interest  allowance  "based  on  the  up-to-date 
fair  market  value  of  the  farm,  livestock,  buildings,  and  equipment  used  in 
wheat  production.  In  addition,  the  price  includes  an  allowance  for  the 
owner's  own  labor  and  management.  If  the  grower's  wheat  yield  exceeds  the 
15.5  bushels  per  acre  used  as  a  basis  in  determining  the  price,  his  margin 
of  profit  will  be  increased. 

CEYLON  BUYS  STOPGAP 
RICE  FROM  BURMA 

As  an  interim  measure,  Ceylon  has  bought  ^0,000  metric  tons  of  rice 
from  Burma,  pending  conclusion  of  rice  pacts  with  Burma  and  Communist  China. 
These  government-to-government  agreements  are  still  being  negotiated. 

The  Burmese  rice  is  priced  at  t^k  per  ton  ($U.33  per  100  pounds)  f.o.b. 
This  is  only  slightly  above  last  year's  contract  price  of  £33  ($^.21  per  100 
pounds),  which  was  below  world  market  prices. 

A  Chinese  trade  delegation  is  expected  to  visit  Ceylon  in  the  near 
future.    Two  preliminary  conferences  are  reported  to  have  been  held  with 
Chinese  Embassy  officials  in  Ceylon. 


CORRECTION 

Argentina's  January  1959  grain  price  supports  given  in  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  February  23,  page  k,  represent  conversions  to  U.S.  dollars 
per  bushels  at  the  official  exchange  rate  of  18  pesos  to  the  dollar  in 
effect  "before  peso  devaluation  in  January.    The  rate  which  should  have 
been  used  was  the  free  market  rate  which,  on  February  25,  was  66.02  pesos 
to  the  dollar.    The  corrected  prices  appear  on  page  18  of  this  issue. 
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ARGENTINE  GRAIN  PRICE  SUPPORTS 
FIXED  AT  RECORD  LEVELS 


Reflecting  increased  production  costs  and  upward  trends  in  prices  of  things 
farmers  buy,  Argentina's  official  support  prices  for  1958-59  grain  crops  were 
increased  in  January  to  their  highest  point  since  inauguration  of  price  supports 
in  that  country  more  than  a  decade  ago.    The  January  revisions  were  the  third 
since  the  1959  supports  were  originally  announced  in  April  1958. 

The  new  supports  in  pesos  per  quintal  and  dollar -per-bushel  equivalents  are 
given  below.    The  dollar  equivalents,  however,  are  no  more  than  arithmetical  con- 
versions at  exchange  rates  prevailing  during  indicated  periods.    They  are  neither 
indicative  of  prices  received  by  growers  or  of  prices  at  which  the  grain  is  sold 
in  world  markets. 


GRAINS:    Argentina,  guaranteed  minimum  prices,  1957-58  and  1953-59 


Kind  and  basic  grade  of  grain 


:i957-53 
"  crop 


1958-59  crop,  as  fixed  in: 


April  :  June  *  November:  January 
1958      :    1958    :    1958    :  1959 


Wheat: 


Pesos  per  quintal  -  - 


•  100 

130 

130 

:  150 

:  200 

•  110 

:  Iko 

:  Iho 

150 

:  200 

Oats: 

60 

:  60 

i  70 

80 

:  110 

61.5 

61.5 

72 

82 

:  115 

Barley: 

60 

70 

!  80 

110 

iko 

:  55.5 

61+.  5 

:  7^ 

101 

:  130 

:  60 

:  60 

70 

90 

:  120 

Corn,  yellow  and/or  red,  hard  or 

:  100 

115 

:  120 

iko 

:  220 

Millet  and  sorghums  

:  57 

:  55 

:       65  : 

70 

95 

-  -  Dollai 

?s  per  bus 

Jhel  1/  - 

Wheat: 

!  1.51 

1.97 

:    1-97  : 

2.27 

:  .82 

Candeal  or  Tanganrock,  No.  2  

:  1.66 

2.12 

2.12 

2.27 

.82 

Oats: 

•  .1+3 

.1+8  • 

.56 

.65 

i  .2k 

:      .50  : 

.50  ■ 

•  53  : 

.66 

.25 

Barley: 

:  .1+6 

:      .73  : 

.35  : 

.97  : 

1.33 

:  .67 

.78  - 

.90  : 

1.22 

:  M 

:      .85  : 

.85  : 

•  99  : 

1.27 

•  .1+6 

Corn,  yellow  and/or  red,  hard  or 

• 

flint  and  dented,  sound  and  dry. . . . 

:    1.1+1  : 

1.62  • 

I.69  I 

1.93  : 

.85 

:      .80  - 

.78  : 

•  9a  : 

•  99  : 

.37 

1/  The  1957-58  and  the  April,  June,  and  November  1953  prices  are  converted  at 
the  official  rate  of  18  pesos  to  U.S.  $1.    Those  for  January  1959  are  converted 
at  the  February  25  free  market  rate  of  66.02  pesos  to  U.S.  $1. 
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An  additional  reason  for  increasing  the  1959  support  prices  may  have 
"been  to  encourage  farmers  to  expand  their  acreages  next  year.    The  increase 
had  no  effect  on  this  year's  plantings  since  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  barley 
were  harvested  last  November-December,  and  the  corn  crop  will  be  harvested 
in  April  this  year.    Whether  the  new  supports  will  lead  to  an  acreage 
increase  for  the  next  crop  depends  on  whether  they  prove  high  enough  to 
cover  production  costs  and  prices  of  consumer  goods  purchased  "by  growers. 

Wheat  and  corn  exports  have  long  been  Argentina's  principal  earners 
of  foreign  exchange.    Exporters  sell  in  world  markets  at  the  highest  price 
they  can  get.    In  addition,  grain  exports  have  been  used  for  many  years 
as  a  means  of  adding  to  government  revenues.    For  the  past  several  years, 
up  to  January  lh,  1959,  such  revenues  were  obtained  by  application  of  an 
"aforo"  system.    Under  that  system  a  prescribed  part  of  the  foreign  cur- 
rencies obtained  from  exports  had  to  be  turned  over  to  the  government  at 
an  officially  fixed  exchange  rate  of  IS  pesos  to  the  dollar.    Only  foreign 
currency  proceeds  obtained  in  excess  of  prescribed  amounts  could  be  negoti- 
ated at  the  free  market  rate. 

The  "aforo"  system  was  abolished  on  January  1^-.    Since  then  all  grain 
operations  can  be  made  at  the  free  market  rate  for  the  peso.    However,  ex- 
ports are  subject  to  a  "retention  tax"  of  20  percent,  which  is  levied  on 
the  basis  of  export  valuations  fixed  by  the  government.    Currently,  the 
basic  export  valuations  in  pesos  per  metric  ton  for  bulk  grain  are  as 
follows:    wheat,  3,737-50;  rye,  3,0^5.85;  corn,  3,250;  oats,  3,003; 
barley,  3,^-6^.50;  millet,  3,159;  and  grain  sorghum,  2,717.    The  retention 
tax  in  the  case  of  bagged  grain  is  15  percent. 

While  the  exporter  is  not  required  to  sell  at  the  prices  listed  for 
tax  purposes,  the  tax  base  prices  act  as  minimum  levels  below  which  exports 
probably  could  not  be  made  except  at  a  loss.    They  also  assure  that  the 
highest  possible  export  price  will  be  obtained  in  order  to  maximize 
Argentina's  foreign  exchange  earnings. 

PAKISTAN  WHEAT  HARVEST  LARGE 

Prospects  are  bright  for  Pakistan's  1959  wheat  crop,  harvested  during 
March  and  April.    The  crop  is  expected  to  be  at  least  as  large  as  the 
1^0 -million -bushel  outturns  of  the  past  2  seasons.    These  were  well  above 
average  but  still  somewhat  below  domestic  requirements,  and  about  21  million 
bushels  were  imported  during  the  1958-59  marketing  season. 

Acreage  for  the  current  wheat  crop  is  believed  to  be  larger  than  last 
year's  area  and  yield  prospects  are  good.    Rains  have  been  widespread 
throughout  the  wheat  regions  of  West  Pakistan.    Some  treated  seed  wheat 
and  fertilizer  were  distributed  to  growers  at  subsidized  prices.  Quantities 
involved  were  not  big,  but  indicate  more  interest  in  the  nation's  grow-more- 
f ood-campaign . 
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AUSTRALIA  HARVESTS 
NEAR -RECORD  WHEAT  CROP 

Australia's  1958  wheat  crop  of  206  million  bushels  is  the  largest 
recorded  since  19^-9>  when  218  million  bushels  were  harvested.  Record 
per-acre  yields  are  reported  in  some  States.    This  good  harvest  brings 
welcome  relief  to  Australia  after  the  poor  crops  of  1956  and  1957; 
especially  bad  in  the  latter  year. 

With  its  large  1953  crop,  Australia  again  has  substantial  supplies  of 
wheat  available  for  export  and  will  once  more  be  a  leading  competitor  for 
world  markets.     Current  estimates  place  the  surplus  at  about  130  million 
bushels  after  allowing  for  a  carryover  of  some  20  million  bushels  at  the 
end  of  the  marketing  year  (November  30,  1959)  • 

Sown  acreage  in  1958  was  10.8  million  acres,  compared  with  the 
abnormally  low  seedings  of  8.8  million  in  1957 •    Wheat  acreage  has  been 
increasing  slightly  each  year  with  the  exception  of  1957^  when  drought 
prevented  seeding  the  full  intended  acreage.     If  current  low  wool  prices 
persist  for  any  length  of  time,  the  upward  trend  in  wheat  acreage  may 
gain  momentum. 

THAI  RICE  PRICES 
DECLINE  FURTHER 

Thailand's  prices  of  rice  for  export,  as  of  early  February,  were 
running  about  £3  to  th  per  metric  ton  (35  "to  50  cents  per  100  pounds) 
lower  than  a  year  earlier  for  most  grades.    The  exception  was  glutinous 
rice,  which  was  about  30  percent  higher  than  last  year  because  of  short 
supplies.    Only  about  7  percent  of  Thailand's  rice  exports  in  1958  were 
of  glutinous  rice. 

Even  at  these  prices  Thai  exports  are  moving  slowly.    Sales  for  export 
in  January  totaled  approximately  8^, 000  metric  tons,  compared  with  l8l,260 
metric  tons  in  January  1953.    There  is  some  expectation  that  prices  may 
have  to  decline  further  to  meet  the  strong  competition  in  the  export  market. 

Domestic  wholesale  prices  for  milled  rice  were  holding  up  fairly  well 
in  the  face  of  the  export  decline,  with  considerable  variation  by  type  and 
grade.    Prices  paid  for  rough  rice  were  generally  higher  than  in  1958. 
Heavy  demand  in  the  urban  markets,  where  stocks  were  largely  depleted  by 
the  time  the  new  crop  came  in,  was  a  factor.    There  was  also  some  holding 
back  by  upcountry  dealers  in  anticipation  of  higher  prices. 

The  Thai  Board  of  Trade  recently  set  up  a  Rice  Price  Investigation 
Committee  at  the  request  of  the  government.    This  committee,  a  group  of 
responsible  executives  in  the  rice  trade,  reports  periodically  on  average 
export  prices,  wholesale  prices  of  milled  rice,  and  prices  of  rough  rice. 
The  following  prices  were  recently  released  by  the  committee: 
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RICE:    Thai  export  and  wholesale  prices,  February  1959  compared  with 

February  1958 


!                Export  price  \f 

[Wholesale  price  2/ 

Type  and  grade  i 

'    February  1958  | 

1    February  1959 

!Feb.  1958' 

-Feb.  1959 

'>£  stig. 

:  Dollars: 

£  Stig. 

:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  Dollars 

:  per 

:      per  : 

:  per 

:  per 

:  per 

:  per 

:  m.  ton 

:100  lbs.: 

m.  ton 

:100  lbs. 

:  100  lbs. 

:  100  lbs. 

wnixe  rices  « 

lUU/b  vnoie,  ±st<  grade! 

:  54-10 

i    6.96  : 

:  51 

s    6.50  : 

:3. 97-4.04 

— 

<:na  grade 

:  53-10 

:    6.83  : 

:         50  : 

:    6.37  : 

•3.89-3.93 

:  3. 78-3. 86 

"        3rd  grade 

:  52 

:    6.64  ' 

:        49  : 

:    6.24  : 

:3. 78-3.86 

:3. 67-3. 74 

5/o  broken  

:  50 

:  6.39 

:    47-10  : 

:    6.05  : 

.3.36-3.48 

:3. 44-3. 52 

lU/t>  broken  

:    49  i 

:    6.26  : 

.    46  : 

i    5.86  « 

.3.25-3.33 

13.25-3. 33 

15%  broken  

:  48 

:    6.13  : 

:  44-10 

:    5.67  : 

;3.18-3. 21 

:  2.99-3.06 

20$  broken  : 

!    46  ! 

.    5.88  : 

— 

:  — 

(3.14  : 

2.87-2.95 

white  brokens: 

Al  Extra  super  : 

— 

i  — 

\    38  : 

:    4.84  : 

!    J 

3.02-3.10 

Al  Super   

i    35  ! 

:    4.47  : 

32-10 

:    4.H  : 

.2.87-2.95 

: 2.34-2.42 

Al  opecxal  : 

!  34 

:    4.34  s 

31-10  - 

:    4.01  : 

2.72-2.80 

! 2.19-2.27 

Al  Ordinary  .' 

!  31 

i    3.96  : 

2.57-2.65 

: 2.04-2.12 

ox  ouper  

:    30  : 

:    3.82  : 

'2.08-2.12 

ox  ope c lax  •■••••••••< 

.    29  i 

:    3.70  : 

i    29  : 

:    3.70  : 

.1.89-1.97' 

: 1.97-2.04 

CI  Ordinary  : 

.  27 

.    3.45  : 

1.74-1.81 

\jj  opecxax  ••••••••••< 

28  : 

.    3.57  : 

.1.70-1.74 

sl.81-1.89 

Glutinous: 

10%  broken  : 

!     34  ! 

-    4.34  ! 

,    45-10  : 

:    5.80  : 

2.65-2.84: 

53.87-3.93 

Broken  Al  Special  . . . : 

i  26 

:    3.32  : 

35-10  : 

.    4.52  : 

2.08-2.12: 

.3.25-3.33 

Parboiled  rice: 

5%  broken,  long-grain' 

,    ^7-10  - 

:    6.07  : 

i    43  : 

5.48  : 

10$    11         short    "  : 

:    46  : 

!    5.88  : 

:    42  : 

!    5.35  : 

Cargo  rice: 

100$  whole,  1st  grade: 

;  47-10 

:    6.07  J 

44  J 

.    5.61  : 

"       "         2nd  grade- 

46-10 

:    5.94  : 

43  J 

5.48  : 

1/  F.o.b.  Bangkok,  net  weight j  includes  packing  in  gunny  bags  weighing 
2.5  pounds  and  containing  220. h6  pounds  of  milled  rice. 

2/  In  bulk,  delivered  to  warehouse,  or  mill,  in  Bangkok. 

Sources:    For  1959,  Thai  Rice  Price  Investigation  Committee,  Board  of 
Trade j    for  1958,  Ministry  of  Economic  Affairs. 
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DANISH  EMBARGO  ON  NONFAT  DRY  MILK 
MEETS  LOCAL  OPPOSITION 

Danish  hog  producers  want  Denmark's  embargo  on  nonfat  dry  milk  removed. 
The  embargo  went  into  effect  last  year  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  lK} 
1958)  on  the  supposition  that  imports  of  the  milk  product  could  transmit 
tuberculosis  and  brucellosis  to  dairy  herds.    To  date,  no  cases  of  these 
diseases  have  been  traced  to  such  imports. 

Dairy  interests  argue  that  imports  of  nonfat  dry  milk  might  release 
domestic  skim  milk  for  increased  cheese  manufacture,  thereby  over-supplying 
the  market  and  seriously  effecting  the  price .     Citing  recent  complaints  about 
the  quality  of  Danish  bacon,  the  Danish  Cooperative  Bacon  Factories  argue  that 
nonfat  dry  milk  must  be  included  in  hog  rations  for  top-quality  bacon.    As  the 
matter  stands,  there  is  no  indication  that  the  embargo  will  be  removed,  but 
the  "veterinary"  arguments  for  its  continuation  appear  to  be  weakened  by  the 
growing  opposition  from  hog  producers . 

U.K.  EGG  PRODUCTION  AND 
POULTRY  NUMBERS  UP 

U.  K.  egg  production  in  the  year  ended  May  31>  1958;  is  estimated  at  9^3 
million  dozen,  a  38-rnillion-dozen  increase  over  the  previous  year.    Egg  output 
in  1959  is  expected  to  show  another  rise  because  of  an  increase  in  fowl  num- 
bers and  higher  egg-laying  rate  per  bird.    Despite  increased  production, 
imports  of  shell  eggs  in  1958  were  lk,$  million  dozen,  compared  with  11.8 
million  in  1957 • 

Fowl  numbers  reached  a  record  level  of  9^.2  million  in  June  1958  up  5,h 
million  from  a  year  earlier- -chickens  under  6  months  old  accounted  for  83  per- 
cent of  the  increase.    Most  of  these  birds  presumably  are  for  meat  purposes 
rather  than  for  eggs.     It  is  estimated  that  broilers  are  now  being  produced 
at  the  rate  of  ho  million  per  year—twice  the  rate  a  year  ago.    Estimates  for 
1959  an(i  i960  indicate  that  broiler  production  will  again  increase  50  to  60 
percent . 

CANADA  BOOSTS  NONFAT  DRY 
MILK  OUTPUT  IN  I958 

Canadian  production  of  nonfat  dry  milk  was  186.8  million  pounds  in  1958, 
a  ^>k . 7-percent  gain  over  1957*     Stocks  at  the  beginning  of  1959  totaled  77*3 
million  pounds,  a  gain  of  over  two-thirds  from  stocks  on  January  1,  1958. 
This  increase  in  nonfat  dry  milk  production,  apparently  without  a  similar 
Increase  in  consumption,  took  place  in  spite  of  a  lowered  support  price  dur- 
ing most  of  the  year  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  19,  1958). 

Canada  also  increased  its  factory-made  butter  output  last  year,  to  338.2 
million  pounds.    Butter  stocks  rose  from  69.9  million  pounds  on  January  1, 
1958,  to  93.8  million  pounds  at  the  beginning  of  this  year. 
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Canada's  cheddar  cheese  production  was  90*5  million  pounds  in  1958 , 
down  18.6  percent  from  last  year.    Stocks  showed  a  similar  decline.  Pro- 
cessed cheese  production,  however,  rose  sharply.     Output  of  other  manu- 
factured whole  milk  products  (condensed,  evaporated,  and  dry  whole  milk) 
declined.    Preliminary  1958  factory  figures  and  revised  1957  statistics  are 
given  below. 


Product  ;       1957  1958  : 


:  1,000  lb.  :  1,000  lb.  :  Percent 

Factory  butter   :  305, 619  :  338,219  :  10. 7 

Cheddar  cheese   :  99,036  :  90,510  :  -8.6 

Process  cheese   :  M+,207  :  ^9,235  ;  11.1 

Evaporated  milk   :  3l6,82l+  .  310,176  :  -2.1 

Condensed  milk   :  1^,730  :  lk  ,±$±  :  -3.^ 

Whole  milk  powder   :  23,088  :  19,713  :  -lh.6 

Nonfat  dry  milk   :  120,710  ;  186,768  :  5^.7 


INDIA  GRANTS  QUOTAS  FOR  SESAME 
SEED  AND  PEANUT  OILCAKE 

Effective  February  ik,  India's  exporters  of  sesame  seed  oil  will  be 
granted  an  export  quota  of  3  tons  of  sesame  seed  for  each  ton  of  sesame 
seed  oil  exported.    Also,  exporters  of  peanut  oil  against  quotas  issued 
July  21,  1958,  will  be  granted  quotas  for  an  unspecified  quantity  of  pea- 
nut oilcake  (expeller  variety)  based  on  the  quantity  of  peanut  oil 
exported  prior  to  January  7,  1959* 

SWEDEN  LOWERS  IMPORT  DUTIES 
ON  OILCAKE  AND  MEAL 

Sweden  has  reduced  the  import  duty  and  manufacturing  excise  tax 
oilcakes  and  meals  and  on  feed  mixtures  containing  oilcake  and  meal, 
old  rates  and  the  new  (effective  January  lk)  are: 

Old  rate  New  rate 

Dollars  per  short  ton 

Rape  and  mustard  cakes  and  meals           28.00  22.75 

Other  oilcakes  and  meals                        26. 30  17.50 
Oilcake  mixtures  and  feed  mixtures 

containing  oilcakes  and  meals             28.00  22.75 

Swedish  import  duties  on  oilcakes  and  meals  were  increased  sharply  early 
in  1958  to  reduce  the  quantity  fed  to  dairy  cattle  and  thus  curtail  excess 
butter  production.    However,  increased  domestic  consumption  of  butter  has 
alleviated  the  situation  considerably. 
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NIGERIAN  PEANUT  PURCHASE 
ESTIMATE  REVISED  UPWARD 

Commercial  purchases  of  Nigerian  peanuts  in  1958-59  a^e  currently 
estimated  (unofficially)  at  638,000  short  tons,  shelled. 

This  new  estimate  is  73,000  tons  above  an  earlier  estimate  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  February  16,  1959)  hut  162,000  tons  below  purchases  in 
1957-58.    However,  the  total  supply  may  be  only  about  5  percent  less  than 
the  1957-58  tonnage  because  of  the  large  carryover  from  last  year.  Total 
purchases  to  February  1  were  525,000  tons. 


PEANUTS  (SHELLED):    Nigeria,  supply  and  distribution 
of  commercial  crop,  1957-58  and  1958-59 


;       1957-58  ; 

1953-59  1/ 

Supply: 

:        Short  tons 

. :  0 

. :           800 , k6o 

Short  tons 

112,000 
638,000 

.:  800,^-60 

750,000 

Distribution: 

• 
• 

570,860 
117,600 
.:  112,000 

:       55k, 000 
118,000 
78,000 

800,1+60 

750,000 

l/  Preliminary  estimate. 

There  is  a  good  possibility  that  producer  prices  for  peanuts  in  the 
Northern  Region  of  Nigeria  will  be  reduced  considerably  for  the  1959-60 
crop.     If  there  is  a  major  price  reduction,  the  peasant  farmer  may  react 
in  one  of  several  possible  ways.    He  may  (l)  grow  more  peanuts  to  keep  his 
total  income  up;  (2)  turn  from  peanuts  to  food  crops;  or  (3)  shift  from 
peanuts  to  cotton.    There  is  strong  competition  for  land,  and  it  may  be 
difficult  to  expand  peanut  acreage  and  still  maintain  the  present  acreage 
of  food  crops  and  cotton. 

The  producer  price  for  Kano  standard-grade  peanuts  from  the  1958-59 
crop  was  $29  19s.  per  long  ton  (3«7^  U.S.  cents  per  pound),  compared  with 
f33  9s.  lOd.  {k.lS>  cents)  paid  for  peanuts  during  the  2  previous ' seasons . 
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NEW  ZEALAND  MEAT 
PRODUCTION  UP 

New  Zealand  meat  production  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1958;  increased 
5  percent  over  the  previous  year. 

Most  of  this  increase  was  due  to  increased  slaughter  of  cattle  and  lambs.  Hog 
slaughter  rose  slightly  while  calf  slaughter  decreased  substantially.    Sheep  slaugh- 
ter dropped  slightly  as  producers  continued  to  hold  back  animals  for  breeding  stock 
to  enlarge  flocks . 

Approximately  a  quarter  of  total  beef  production  was  from  cull  dairy  cows, 
while  surplus  immature  dairy  calves  made  up  about  half  of  the  veal  production. 

Beef  cattle  and  sheep  numbers  are  expected  to  continue  to  increase  in  1959, 
with  dairy  cattle  numbers  remaining  relatively  stable.    Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter 
is  expected  to  rise  during  1959  while  cattle  slaughter  remains  about  level. 
Exports  of  manufacturing  beef  and  mutton  to  the  United  States  are  thus  expected  to 
remain  about  the  same  as  in  1958  or  perhaps  rise  slightly. 

The  longer  range  outlook  does  not  indicate  any  sizable  development  of  New 
Zealand's  lamb  markets  outside  the  United  Kingdom,  which  is  encouraging  its  own 
lamb  production.    Thus,  unless  wool  prices  rise,  more  of  the  emphasis  on  sheep 
production  will  probably  shift  to  beef  production. 

The  7 -percent  drop  in  calf  slaughter  is  a  further  indication  of  a  shift  toward 
beef  production  as  farmers  hold  back  animals  to  build  up  herds.    Dairy  calves, 
formerly  slaughtered  for  veal,  are  being  held  longer  to  produce  manufacturing  beef. 


LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:    New  Zealand,  195+-59,  years  ending  September  30, 

with  percentage  change 


Year 

Cattle  ] 

Calves 

Sheep 

Lamb 

Hogs 

Numberi 

Change ] 

Number] 

Change] 

Number] 

Change ] 

Number] 

Change] 

Number( 

Change 

195+.. .  ' 

1955... 

1956... 

1957... 

1958... 

1,000- 

Percent : 

1,000: 

Percent ; 

1,000; 

Percent- 

1,000; 

Percent' 

1,000' 

Percent 

780« 
900 
.  1,000 

:  1,0+5 
:  1,106 

+20  : 

+15 
:  +11 
:  +5 
:  +6 

1,330: 

l,+35 
l,+06 
:  ±,kok 
:  1,31+ 

+7  : 
+8 
:  -2 

:  -7 

5,+67: 
5,733 
•  5,886 

:  5,199 
:  5,069 

-3 
+5 
+3 
:  -11 
:  -3 

13,32+' 
13,992 
:l+,807 
:l+,302 
:15,879 

+8 

.  +5 
:  +6 
:  -3 
:  +11 

760 
778 
:  816 
:  7^8 
:  768 

+3 
:  +2 
:  +5 
:  -8 
:  +3 

Source:    New  Zealand  Meat  Producers  Board,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  reports. 
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MEXICO  EXPECTS  LAEGE  CROP  OF  PEMUTS 

Mexico's  peanut  acreage  in  1959  is  expected  to  equal  the  large  plantings -- 
lM3,000  acres — of  1958.    Production  is  forecast  at  77*000  short  tons,  compared  with 
66,000  tons  last  year  when  excessive  and  late-season  rains  seriously  damaged  the 
crop  in  the  State  of  Jalisco  and  caused  some  damage  in  San  Luis,  Potasi  and  Sinaloa. 

Jalisco  and  some  other  areas  report  a  shortage  of  seed  peanuts,  and  seed 
imports  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  usual.    Plantings  of  off -quality  peanuts  by 
some  growers  are  expected  to  reduce  yield  in  those  areas. 

The  large  crop  expected  this  year  would  provide  about  16,500  tons  for  export. 
Exports  in  1958,  largely  to  Canada,  were  kh  percent  lower  than  in  1957*  Crushings 
for  oil  increased  sharply  because  of  the  large  quantity  of  weather-damaged  peanuts. 


PEANUTS ;    Mexican  supply  and  distribution,  1957-59 


Item 

.  Estimated 
:'  1957 

.  Estimated 

;  1958 

Forecast 

:  1959 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  short  tons 

:  short  tons 

:  short  tons 

Supply : 

:  k2.1 

 :  56.5 

:  25.3 

:  66.1 

:  77.2 

=  V 

=  V 

:  108.2 

:      102 . 5 

Distribution : 

 :  23.3 

13.0 

16.5 

 :  50.7 

kk.l 

1^.1 

22.0 

11.0 

 :         2.6  : 

3.8  ! 

3.3 

25.1+  : 

27.6 

IO8.3  : 

102.5 

l/    Less  than  50  tons. 


MALAYAN  COPRA,  COCONUT  OIL  1958  NET 
EXPORTS  DOWN  hO  PERCENT  FROM  1957 

Malayan  net  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  in  1958  totaled  32,26^  long  tons, 
oil  basis,  a  decline  of  k-0  percent  from  1957- 

Copra  exports  in  1958  were  down  about  one-fourth  from  1957 .     Shipments  to  Asia 
fell  sharply,  especially  those  to  India  which  declined  nearly  4-0  percent.  Imports 
of  copra  also  were  down  about  one -fourth.     Shipments  from  Indonesia  were  off  one- 
fifth.     Coconut  oil  exports  declined  one-third,  while  imports  fell  13  percent. 
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COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OUt   Malay*,  exports,  imports  and  net  exports,  average  1935-39, 

annual  1957  and  1958 


t 

Country  I  Average 

 t  l$35-# 

i 

EXPORTS  i Long  tone 

t 

Horth  America  j  360 

South  Aasrica   — 

* 

Europe  r 

Denmark  1  1,71*5 

France  *  H*,192 

Germany,  West  *j/  1*7,1*95 

Italy  ^  10,1*87 

Netherlands  1  29,585 

Norway  '  Us9&9 

Poland  1  3,1*20 

Spain  1  709 

Sweden  *  2,61*1 

U»  —  Se>    S  •    R»  ••••••••••••••  • 

United  Kingdom  1  57,750 

Yugoslavia.....  *  90 

Other  1  1,296 

Total  1  m,M 

Africa*  * 

Egypt  J  l*,5i*l 

Morocco   kf  99 

Union  of  South  Africa...*.   

Other  '  — 

Total  [  1*,61*0 

> 
i 

Asia*  t 

Burma.  t  — 

China  i  3,926 

Formosa  j   

Hong  Kong    

India  *  107 

Indonesia  t  — 

Iraq  t  — 

Japan  t  1,676 

Pakistan.   j   

Other  t  297 

Total  »  6,006 

! 

Oceania  ♦  ~- ■ 

Grand  total  »6/l91,691 

IMPORTS  ) 

British  Possessions  j  10,276 

Indonesia  .,  105,501 

Other  ,  2,1*72 

Grand  total  t  118,351 

i 

Net  exports  .....t  73,1*1*0 

i 

Net  exports  of  copra  and  ' 
coconut  oil  > 

as  copra  •*  11*7, 305 

as  oil  > 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Total  Germany.  2/ 
French  Morocco.        Less  than  .5  ton. 
Includes  1*1*0  tons  to  "other  countries 


Copra 


1957 


1958  1/ 


Coconut  oil 


Average 
1935-39 


1957 


1958  y 


Long  tons 
3,820 


Long  tons 
ggjg 


Long  tons 


618 


Long  tons 
10*0 


Long  tons 


3,51*7 


W 


1,000 


11,678 

1*00 
200 


3/6,589 


1,363 

1,050 
1,105 

2,950 

i,5oo 

1,213 
7,052 

~5o 


I91W 


it>,m 


5 
Uo 
2/  398 
1*8 
50U 
Ul 


1,383 
8,858 
~62 


1,509 
8,013 
U*,756 
5,001 

926 

83I 
ll*,908 
3,933 
2,566 
U92 


11,127 
12,773 
5,011 


10 

11,600 
1,759 
567 
552 


1/ 


1*,083 

51*7 
309 


257 
1,165 
k,575 
1,821 


l*,9i*0 


857 
3,81*9 


T73BT 


1,873 
7,1*03 

2 

68,320 
2 

2,800 
12,071* 
13 
1*51* 


9^,91*1 


5l*o 
5,ooo 
l 

l*2,8U5 

2,|oO 
H*,U16 

600 


~557W 


3,U58 
l»13b 

826 
19,068 
3,813 


1,108 


19,952 
6,1*81* 
1,201 
3,068 
6,660 
2U1 

15 

627 
1,732 


-mm 


U,993 
959 
683 
1,522 
U,899 
1*88 
150 

U53 
1,987 


8,81*9 
178,1*76 
1,021 


lWW 


t 
t 

l,022j 
11*0,071*, 


32! 


ui*;g#; 


29 
21*6 


1,118 
29 


"575" 


918 
71 
8 


•71,718 


-55.905*  1*6,535 


87,060 


T 
t 
t 

5l,212» 

«  92,802 


100,030 


32,261* 


AH  to  Belgium,  h/  Territory  formerly  known  as 
6/  Includes  6,286  tons  to  "other  countries."  J/ 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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PAKISTAN  BANS  COTTONSEED 
OILCAKE  EXPORTS 

Effective  January  27,  1959;  Pakistan  banned  the  export  of  cottonseed  oilcake 
for  3  months.    The  ban  was  considered  necessary  because  large  exports  of  cotton- 
seed and  rapeseed  oilcakes  were  causing  sharp  increases  in  domestic  prices  and 
were  threatening  to  create  a  local  shortage  of  high  protein  feed. 


Pakistan's  oilcakes  find  a  ready  market  overseas --principally  in  the  United 
Kingdom.    Oil  extraction  methods  in  Pakistan  leave  sizable  percentages  of  oil  in 
the  oilcake,  and  foreign  purchasers  are  able  to  extract  the  residue  oil  before 
using  the  oilcake  for  animal  feed. 


SUEZ  CANAL  OILSEED  SHIPMENTS 
UP  SHARPLY  IN  DECEMBER 


Northbound  shipments  of  oilseeds  through  the  Suez  Canal  in  December  were  more 
than  double  the  November  tonnage  and  were  somewhat  above  December  1957  shipments. 
A  sharp  jump  in  the  quantity  of  soybeans  from  Mainland  China  accounts  for  most  of 
the  increase. 


October-December  shipments  were  about  10  percent  below  those  a  year  earlier. 
Much  smaller  shipments  of  copra  were  only  partially  offset  by  the  larger  movement 
of  soybeans. 

Although  only  small  quantities  of  cottonseed  usually  move  north  through  the 
Canal,  shipments  in  December  were  up  sharply  from  November.  Most  of  the  cotton- 
seed going  through  the  Suez  is  from  Sudan. 

OILSEEDS:     Northbound  shipments,  Suez  Canal,  November  and  December  1957 
1958,  October-December  1957  and  I958 


Item 


November 


1957    ;  1958 


December 


1957     :  1958 


October -December 


1957    :  1958 


1,000  short  tons 


Soybeans  1/   :  8.8  :  11.0  :  20.9  :  79-^  :  30.9  :  125-7 

Copra  :  72.8  :  kl.9  :  8^.8  :  :  267.9  :  1^1.1 

Peanuts  :  7-7  :  9.9  :  11.0  :  15.  ^  :  33-0  :  37-5 

Cottonseed  :  9-9  :  2.2  :  8.8  :  22.0  :  ^0.8  :  30.9 

Flaxseed  2/  :  3-3  :  1.1  :  1.1  :  1.1  :  5-5  :  5-5 

Others  ;  l$.k  ;  16.5  ;  19.8  ;  17.6  :  55. 1  :  50/7 


Total  :  117.9    :    82.6    :  ik6.k    :  178.5    :  ^33.2    ;  391.k 


l/  To  convert  to  bushels  use  33 • 3  bushels  per  ton.  2j  To  convert  to  bushels  use 
35*7  bushels  per  ton. 

Source:    Monthly  Bulletin,  Suez  Canal  Authority  (Cairo). 
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QUALITY  APPLES  FIND 
BEADY  MARKET  IN  U.K. 

With  all  supplying  countries  free  to  compete  for  the  U.K.  apple  import 
quota  this  season,  imports  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  increased 
sharply  over  last  year.    This  higher  level  of  trade  has  been  achieved  despite 
slightly  smaller  total  U.K.  imports  and  extremely  heavy  local  supplies  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  other  countries  of  Europe. 

European  prices  for  fruit  are  lower  than  in  1957-58,  reflecting  the  sub- 
stantial Increase  in  supplies.    However,  even  though  at  lower  levels  this 
season,  U.S.  and  Canadian  supplies  continue  to  earn  substantial  premiums  over 
Italian  fruit  of  generally  lower  quality. 

In  spite  of  the  price  and  supply  situation,  so  far  this  season  (July 

through  January)  the  United  States  and  Canada  have  increased  shipments  to  the 

United  Kingdom  by  more  than  50,000  boxes  each,  while  Italian  sales  dropped 
about  130,000  boxes  from  the  same  period  last  year. 


APPLES:  U.K.  imports,  by  specified  countries  of  origin,  July 
 through  January,  I957-58  and  1958-59  


Origin 

'     July  through 

January 

Percentage  change 

;  1957-53 

1958-59 

1957-58  to  1958-59 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  boxes 

boxes 

Percent 

 :  179 

233 

:  +30 

1^5  : 

^98 

+12 

 :  788 

657 

-17 

Suppliers  of  quality  fruit,  despite  higher  prices  and  greater  transporta- 
tion costs,  obviously  are  able  to  maintain  or  even  increase  their  share  of  the 
U.K.  market  if  they  are  allowed  to  compete  on  an  equal  footing  with  other  areas. 
Britain  wants  good-quality  apples  and  is  willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  premium 
to  get  them. 

NICABAGUAN  COTTON  CB0P 
AT  NEW  HIGH 

The  1958-59  cotton  crop  now  being  harvested  in  Nicaragua  is  expected  to  set 
a  record  for  the  second  successive  year.    Current  estimates  place  the  crop  at 
230,000  bales,  up  5  percent  from  last  year's  record  production  of  219,000  bales. 
The  current  crop  as  now  estimated  exceeds  average  production  during  1953-57  hy 
30  percent. 

This  year's  larger  crop  is  attributed  to  increased  plantings --from  165,000 
acres  in  1957-58  to  195^000  acres  this  year--more  extensive  use  of  fertilizers 
and  insecticides,  and  favorable  weather  during  the  growing  season. 

(Continued  on  following  page) 


30 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  78,  No.  10 


Cotton  exports  of  1^+6,000  bales  from  Nicaragua  in  1957-58  were  down 
slightly  from  the  150,000  bales  exported  in  1956-57.     Exports  to  West 
Germany,  Japan,  Canada,  and  Italy  increased  during  1957-58,  while  exports 
to  most  other  principal  buyers  of  Nicaraguan  cotton  decreased. 

Exports  to  principal  destinations  during  1957-58,  with  comparable  1956-57 
figures  in  parentheses,  were:     West  Germany  1+1,000  bales  (35>000);  the  Nether- 
lands 37,000  (37,000);  Japan  19,000  (16,000);  Canada  15,000  (28);  United 
Kingdom  13,000  (30,000);  France  12,000  (22,000);  Italy  5,000  (1,000);  and 
Belgium  k,000  (8,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Nicaragua  usually  runs  around  k,000  bales  each 
year.    As  a  result  of  the  larger  crop  in  1957-58  and  a  decline  in  exports, 
cotton  stocks  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  season  were  estimated  at  130,000 
bales,  more  than  double  stocks  held  a  year  earlier. 

Import  market  prices  of  Nicaraguan  cotton  fell  from  5  to  7  cents  per 
pound  between  June  1958  and  January  1959;  under  pressure  of  larger  actual 
and  prospective  supplies  against  a  weakening  market.    Although  Nicaraguan 
prices  on  world  markets  have  strengthened  somewhat  in  recent  weeks,  they 
are  still  around  k  to  5  cents  a  pound  below  June  1958  levels.     On  February 
26,  1959 ,  Nicaraguan  Middling  1-1/32  inches  cotton  was  quoted  at  25.17  cents 
a  pound,  c.i.f.  Liverpool,  and  21+.1+0  cents,  c.i.f.  Bremen. 

COTTON  CONSUMPTION,  IMPORTS, 
AND  STOCKS  DECLINE  ABROAD 

Cotton  consumption  and  imports  in  principal  foreign  Free  World  importing 
countries  have  declined  by  around  8  percent  thus  far  in  the  current  season, 
compared  with  a  year  earlier.     Stocks  in  these  countries  (excluding  India, 
Italy,  and  Spain)  are  down  about  a  half -million  bales  from  beginning  stocks 
on  August  1,  1958.    With  minor  exceptions,  the  data  on  which  this  preliminary 
report  is  based  cover  the  period  August  1  to  November  1  or  December  1,  1958. 

Compared  with  a  year  earlier,  both  cotton  consumption  and  imports  in 

1958-  59  have  decreased  in  most  importing  countries,  including  the  United 
Kingdom,  Japan,  and  West  Germany.    Consumption  and  imports  increased 
slightly  to  moderately  in  Portugal  and  Hong  Kong.     Imports  into  France, 
Spain,  the  Netherlands,  and  Finland  were  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  but 
consumption  declined.    Major  stock  declines  have  taken  place  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Japan,  and  West  Germany. 

Cotton  consumption  in  a  number  of  countries  is  expected  to  pick  up  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  current  season,  as  consumer  demand  has  recently 
improved  and  high-level  stocks  of  finished  goods  have  been  worked  off  to 
some  extent  since  the  beginning  of  this  season.     In  contrast,  imports  and 
stocks  will  probably  decline  further  during  the  remainder  of  this  season  as 
mills  restrict  their  purchases  in  expectation  of  lower-priced  cotton  in 

1959-  60. 
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